
YAB Madness Basketball Game 

Join us on Thursday, March 21st to watch Stark County Job & 

Family Services’ staff take on our foster youth in the annual YAB 

Madness Basketball Game!  The competition will take place at the 

Martin Center, 1253 3rd St. SE in Canton.  Warm up is at 5 p.m. 

and the game begins at 5:30 p.m.  Foster youth who wish to 

participate may register for free, please email 

Sarah.Goins@jfs.ohio.gov.  Spectators are encouraged to come 

and cheer for their team!  Entry to watch the game is $2 per 

person.  Food concessions will be available.   

Project KARE’S Holiday Project 

This holiday season, Project KARE worked with 129 organizations to provide gifts to approximately 850 

children living in the foster care system.  We are grateful to all the churches, schools, local businesses, Project 

KARE board members, and individuals who participated in their holiday projects, including Adopt-A-Child, 

Adopt-A-Teen, Stocking Stuffers, and Toy Drives.   

 

Organizations were creative in their efforts:  10 held donation drives for toys, hats, gloves, socks, and underwear, 

and 6 worked together to fill 535 stockings for children of all ages.  Stark County is fortunate to have so many 

generous and caring people! 

mailto:Sarah.Goins@jfs.ohio.gov


FEBRUARY 

All Stressed Up and No Way to Let Go! 

Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024, from 6:00pm-9:00pm | Trainer: Karen Vadino 

 

MARCH 

Trauma Systems Therapy for Foster Caregivers  

Date: Saturday, March 9, 2024, from 9:00am-4:00pm | Trainer: Ann Bagley  

 

APRIL 

Anxiety Disorders Among Children and Adolescents: Recognition and Interventions  

Date: Monday, April 29, 2024, from 6:00pm-9:00pm | Trainer: Stacy Simera 

 

MAY 

Creating a Stable, Nurturing, and Safe Home Environment  

Date: Saturday, May 4, 2024, from 9:00am-11:00am | Trainer: Nadine Musser 

 

Parenting a Child With a History of Sexual Trauma  

Date: Saturday, May 4, 2024, from 11:15am-12:45pm | Trainer: Nadine Musser 

 

Trauma Informed Parenting 

Date: Saturday, May 4, 2024, from 1:45pm-3:45pm | Trainer: Nadine Musser 
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Foster Parent Directory 

To stay better connected with our foster families, 

we would like to introduce a directory —but, we 

still need your help! 

 

Many of you have not submitted information to 

include for your listing.  If that’s you, please email 

the following to Rachel.Koller@jfs.ohio.gov:   

 

1.) phone number 

2.) email address 

3.) photograph of you/your family. 

Wear Blue Day—April 10th 

Our agency will once again participate in the state-

wide “Wear Blue Day” on April 10th, in recognition 

of Child Abuse Prevention Month.  We encourage 

everyone to share photos of yourself, as well as 

friends and family, wearing blue on April 10th to 

share on social media with the tag #StarkWearsBlue.  

You can also send photos to 

Rachel.Koller@jfs.ohio.gov, to be shared on our 

social media pages.   

 

Project KARE will be issuing 

a 2024 Wear Blue shirt for 

the public to purchase.  The 

design and sales information 

will be shared with you soon.  

You can also check 

StarkJFS.org for details. 

WEAR 
BLUE 
DAY! 



“Leap Into Foster Care” Event - Bring Your Friends! 

Do you have friends, family, neighbors, or co-workers who are interested in learning more about the foster care 

process?  Here’s an opportunity for you to introduce them to our agency.  We are partnering with the State of 

Ohio and several surrounding counties to host coordinating  recruitment events on Leap Day, February 29th. 

These will give our current foster parents (yes, you!) an opportunity to introduce someone new to our agency, 

with the idea that they could potentially become a licensed foster care home in Stark County.  

 

Stark County’s event will be held at Ohio Roasting Company, 4870 

Frank Ave NW, North Canton Ohio 446720.  Stop by with a friend 

between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to meet with a licensing specialist, 

mingle with other foster families, enjoy a cup of coffee, and say hello 

to all your friends from Children Services! 

Foster Parent Banquet to be Held on May 17th 

Mark your calendars!  We are happy to announce that the 2024 Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet is 

scheduled to take place on Friday, May 17, 2024. Due to the overwhelming success of last year’s event, we 

will be returning to La Pizzaria, 3656 Dressler Rd. NW, Canton, Ohio 44718.  Their food, service, and 

ambiance make this evening very special.  

 

An official Save the Date will be mailed to you soon, followed by an invitation with event details.  The 

banquet is an opportunity for us to thank all of you and let you know how much we appreciate what you do 

for the children of Stark County.  We hope you will be able to join us!  




